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2 Gadotti & dos Anjos
Table 1. Distribution of the face{on galaxies in our sample in relation
to the three regimes of gradients, with the median of their bulge and
total mean colors.
Gradient Color N Sample Barred Bulge Total
(1) (2) (3)
Negative (B   V ) 78 63% 75% 0.74  0.01 0.53  0.01
Null 32 26% 91% 0.57  0.02 0.57  0.02
Positive 14 11% 72% 0.36  0.03 0.55  0.05
Negative (U  B) 55 53% 73% 0.24  0.03 -0.05  0.02
Null 30 29% 83% -0.05  0.03 -0.05  0.03
Positive 19 18% 90% -0.31  0.07 0.05  0.07
Note. | (1): number of galaxies in each regime; (2): fraction of the sample in
each regime; (3): fraction of barred galaxies in each regime.
while bulges are systematically bluer in galaxies with null or positive gradients.
These results seem to indicate that bars act changing the color of bulges due to
secular dynamical processes (see, e.g., Friedli & Martinet 1993), turning these
bulges bluer, while disks are getting redder as a consequence of passive evolution.
These eects are expected in the secular evolutionary scenario, but they are
not consistent with the monolithic and hierarchical scenarios (e.g., Kaumann,
Guiderdoni, & White 1994) for spiral galaxy formation.
3. Further Results
We also found no correlation between color and chemical abundance gradients,
suggesting that the color gradients are more sensitive to the age rather than to
the metallicity of the stellar population. Further results and details will appear
in a forthcoming paper (Gadotti & dos Anjos, in preparation).
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